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Special Road Fund (SRF) Program 
Application Instructions/Guidance 

 
  
The North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT) is accepting applications for Special 
Road Fund (SRF) projects.  SRF projects are limited to roads that provide access to and/or are 
within recreational, tourist, and historical areas.  The intent of this program is to help finance 
highway projects identified by political subdivisions, tribal governments and state agencies, 
which typically have some funding but need additional help.  We are soliciting counties, cities, 
state agencies, and tribal governments to identify projects of this nature.   
 
If you have any agencies within your jurisdiction such as park boards, historical societies, 
townships, etc., please advise them of this program.  Depending upon the proposed project’s 
location, the application must be sponsored by a county, city, state agency, or tribal 
government. 
 
Applications can be submitted at Special Road Fund Program | NDDOT and must be 
received by the NDDOT by November 30, 2025.   
 
NDDOT welcomes all inquiries.  If you have any questions or comments about the SRF 
Program or the application process, please contact Joe Snustad at jsnustad@nd.gov or 701-
328-3555, or TTY 1-800-366-6888.  

 
SRF Project Guidelines 

 
Pursuant to North Dakota Century Code §§ 24-02-37 and 24-02-37.2, the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation (NDDOT), upon request by a political subdivision (city, county, 
state agency, or tribal government), may participate in the cost of road construction or 
maintenance projects for access roads to and roads within recreational, tourist, and historical 
areas. 
 
SRF funds may be used for construction costs 
only. The applicant is responsible for all costs  
related to preliminary engineering, construction 
engineering, right-of-way acquisition, and utility 
coordination. NDDOT’s financial participation is 
limited to 80 percent of the construction costs, 
with the remaining 20 percent the responsibility 
of the applicant. In state-owned recreational, 
tourist, and historical areas, up to 100 percent 
of the construction costs may be provided at the  
discretion of the Special Road Fund Advisory  
Committee. The maximum state financial  
participation for any project is $500,000.  
 

  Contributions 
Project 

Construction Cost 
SRF (500k max) Applicant  

80% 20% 
 $ 250,000   $ 200,000   $ 50,000  
 $ 400,000   $ 320,000   $ 80,000  
 $ 800,000   $ 500,000   $ 300,000  
 $ 1,000,000   $ 500,000   $ 500,000  

Funding Split Scenarios 

https://www.dot.nd.gov/construction-and-planning/construction-planning/programs-and-planning/special-road-fund-program
mailto:jsnustad@nd.gov
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All projects must follow applicable State and Federal laws, permitting requirements, and design 
standards. This includes but is not limited to culverts to be sized by an engineer; projects of a 
specific size requiring plan development by an engineer, stream crossing standards, and local 
and state bidding requirements. 
 
Eligible Applicants 

• State agencies 
• City and county governments 
• Tribal governments 
• Park districts 
• Any other local or regional governmental entity with responsibility for or oversight of 

recreational, tourist, and historical areas.   
 

Project Development 
If your project is selected for SRF funding, you will be notified of your award approximately in 
the spring of 2026.  Upon notification of award, you should commence project development.  
 
Agreement 
Upon review of the Special Road Advisory Committee, NDDOT and the applicant will execute 
a construction agreement for the work outlined in the application. 
 
Maintenance 
The applicant is responsible for providing or making arrangements for the routine maintenance 
of the project upon construction completion. 
  

Special Road Fund Program Application Instructions  
 

Applicant Type 
Select the type of public agency you represent. Enter the agency name, contact name, title, 
phone number, and email of the contact person in the next fields. 
 
Engineering Firm information (If Applicable)   
Enter the engineering firm contacts name, title, phone number, and email of the contact 
person. 
 
Project Name 
Provide the name of your project.  This name will be used to identify the project; it should 
reflect the project scope or purpose. 
 
What SRF category best fits your project? 
Select the category you believe best fits your project.  To be eligible for Special Road Funds, 
your project must fit into one of these three categories.  
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Total Project Cost 
Enter the detailed estimated cost of your project and upload project cost estimate in next field.  
The cost estimate is very important, if your project receives funding, the amount received will 
be based on your cost estimate.  If costs exceed the estimate, the applicant will be responsible 
for covering the additional costs.  
  
SRF Funds Requested 
Enter the SRF funds requested. 
There is a maximum of 80 percent of construction costs available, except within state-owned 
recreational, tourist, and historical areas whereas, up to 100 percent of the construction cost 
may be available at the discretion of the Special Road Fund Advisory Committee. Eligible 
costs are for construction only, with the maximum financial participation limited to $500,000.  
 
Source of Local Matching Funds 
SRF funds require matching monies.  The ratio is 80 percent state and 20 percent local.  
Identify who will provide the matching funds and the source of these funds. 
 
Project Location 
Describe the project location in as much detail as possible and upload project map in next 
field. 
 
Project Length 
Total length of the project in miles. 
 
Proposed construction year 
Enter year of the proposed project construction. 
 
Proposed surface type 
Gravel or pavement. 
 
Speed limit on roadway 
Miles per hour. 
 
Please describe the overall scope of the project 
This should include, but not necessarily limited to, type of improvement, description of what is 
planned, etc. If your project is in phases, please describe the phases and which phase you are 
requesting for SRF funding.   
 
Please describe the need for the project 
Explain why the project is necessary and why it should be prioritized over other applications. 
Be specific about the problem the project will solve and the benefits it will provide. Since 
funding is limited and not all projects can be awarded, use this section to clearly describe: 

• The impact the project will have on the respective recreational, tourist, or historical area. 
• The importance of the site to the community, visitors, and/or the state. 
• Why this project is a strong candidate for funding. 
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Is this project on County Major Collector Route? 
If yes, what is the CMC route number? 
 
Attach supporting pdf documents 
Please provide any supporting data that will help the SRF Committee obtain a better 
understanding of your project.  Additional information you believe that will more fully explain 
and support your proposed project is encouraged. This can include documents such as letters 
of support, colored maps and photographs as well as typical sections, site plans, drawings, 
sketches, and right of way requirements. 
 
Date and signature of Applicant 


