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Nationwide Permit Limits

Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) 

Threshold Other Information

NWP 3 – Maintenance

Does not authorize: maintenance dredging for the primary 

purpose of navigation; beach restoration; or new stream 

channelization or stream relocation projects.

(a) Repair, rehabilitation, or  replacement of 

previously authorized, currently serviceable 

structures or fills

Authorizes only minor deviations for 

maintenance

PCN not required

(b) Discharges associated with removal of 

accumulated sediments and debris in the vicinity 

of existing structures, including intake and outfall 

structures and associated canals

200 feet from structure; minimum 

necessary to restore capacity intake 

or outfall or associated canal 

All activities

(c) Temporary structures, fills, and work 

necessary to conduct maintenance activity

PCN not required

NWP 14 – Linear Transportation Projects

1/2 acre in nontidal waters of the 

U.S.

PCN required if:

   1) The loss of waters of the United 

States Exceeds 1/10 acre; or 2) there 

is a discharge in a special aquatic site, 

including wetlands

Temporary fills must be removed in their entirety and the 

affected areas returned to preconstruction elevations. Does 

not authorize storage buildings, parking lots, train stations, 

aircraft hangars, or other non-linear transportation features.

NWP 23 – Approved Categorical Exclusions  None

PCN required for certain activities 

listed in RGL 05-07 

Categorical exclusions must be approved by the

Office of the Chief of Engineers. See RGL 05-07 for list of 

agencies and their activities that are currently eligible for NWP 

23.

NWP 27 – Aquatic Habitat Restoration, 

Establishment, and Enhancement Activities

None

PCN required for most activities, 

except for those activities that 

require reporting and a 30-day 

review period (e.g., activities under a 

binding agreement between the 

landowner and an agency)

Does not authorize stream channelization. Does not authorize 

relocation or conversion of tidal waters. Does not authorize 

conversion of natural wetlands or streams, except for 

relocation activities.

NWP 33 – Temporary Construction, Access, and 

Dewatering

None All activities

Associated primary activity must be authorized by Corps or 

U.S. Coast Guard, or be exempt from permit requirements. 

PCN must include restoration plan.

Summary of the 2012 Nationwide Permits Used by NDDOT


