*REMOVE these instructions and all red text before submitting this letter.  Modify text for areas highlighted in yellow below.  The following is intended to clarify what information should be included in each category for Letter 5 of Solicitation of Views Letters.  A copy of USGS 7.5 topographic quadrangle map(s) with the project area indicated should be attached to the letter.  Solicitation of Views is part of the process required through NEPA, but in the case also serves to open or continue consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office as required in the National Historic Preservation Act and implementing regulations (36 CFR Part 800).
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Month dd, yyyy

Month dd, yyyy
Ms. Claudia J. Berg
ND State Historic Preservation Officer

ND Heritage Center

612 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, ND  58505-0830

Attn:  Lisa Steckler, Project Review Coordinator

CONSULTATION ON NDDOT PROJECTS, STATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM 

We are initiating consultation on the following project.  This letter is intended to give you information on the proposed project and how we intend to proceed to meet our responsibilities under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (as revised 1992).  Further, it is intended to solicit your views pursuant to Section 102(2) (D) (IV) of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.  We would appreciate your comment on the project and our planned cultural resource work, and discussion of any concerns you may have regarding historic properties which may be affected by the project.

Lead Federal Agency:  Federal Highway Administration

NDDOT Project #:  (Project Number)
PCN:  (Number) 
Legal Location:  The project legal location in terms of County, Township, Range, Section and ¼ Section (if appropriate) should be provided.  For example, if a highway widening project is five miles in length please list all pertinent legal information:

Stark County

T137N   R98W
Sections:  2, 3, 10, 11, 14, 15  


T138N   R98W
Sections:  26, 27, 34, 35
Project Type:  State whether this is a widening, grading, surfacing, etc. 
Purpose and Need:  State the purpose and need for the project, as developed for NEPA compliance. 
Project Description:  This section should clearly indicate the nature and total extent of the project.  All known ground-disturbing activities should be identified or the potential for ground disturbance discussed (ground disturbance beyond the roadbed).  If the back-slope (where there is potential for intact cultural deposits) will be disturbed during, for example, a surfacing project because of associated safety work, this would be important information. Precise locations of safety work should be listed, if known, in the project description and on the accompanying quadrangle map.  If, for example, on a widening or grading project there is potential to disturb the entire right-of-way this should be stated.  

If there may be a need for additional right-of-way this location should be stated.  Any known borrow sources for the project should be listed by legal location and identified on the accompanying quadrangle map.  Finally, if utilities will be moved from the existing right-of-way for the project this information must be included or the potential for moving utilities must be discussed. 
APE:  This will be filled in by the Cultural Resource Section.
Justification:  
Proposed Cultural Resource Work:  This will be filled in by the Cultural Resource Section. 
Justification: 
Other Consulting Parties:  This will be filled in by the Cultural Resource Section.  
Plan for Public Involvement:  This section should discuss how the public will be involved in this project.  The Solicitation of Views List would also be relevant and could be attached to this letter. 
We are requesting your concurrence with (This will be filled in by the Cultural Resource Section).  If you need further information regarding the proposed project please contact me or the other NDDOT cultural resource staff.

(NAME) -all caps (Refer to Section II – 03.01.03 for signatory agent)
#/si/wi -for NDDOT internal projects: (div.#/signatory initials/writers initials) or
si/wi -for consultant projects: (signatory initials/writers initials)
Enclosure
