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Categorical Exclusion by Definition Checklist 
 

Project Number:  PCN: 
 

 Date:  

Estimated Cost (Construction & CE): 
Although no further NEPA approval is required for the project, the checklist below is intended to identify any additional 
consultation, coordination, notifications, or permitting that may be required. If the answer is Yes to any of the questions below, 
additional documentation of that Subject Area is required, shall be added to the project file, and incorporated into the design. For 
any questions contact your NDDOT Environmental Liaison.  If more than one Subject Area is marked Yes, then fly sheets containing 
the Subject Area name shall be used to separate the additional documentation required. A project location map with the section, 
township, and range, as well as the beginning and end reference points labeled must be included after the CED Checklist. 

Subject Area Questions Yes No Documentation added 
to the Project File 

Right of Way Is permanent right of way required? 
If Yes, then a Catex by Definition does not apply.    

Are temporary easements required? 
If Yes, then attach a figure showing the location(s) and amount(s) 
needed at each location. 

   

Historic Does the project involve any of the following: 
- Work on a Historic Bridge                                          - Work in a Historic 
District 

   

Archeological Does any element of the proposed construction disturb or conduct 
earthwork outside of the extents of the existing roadway foreslope? 

If Yes, then a Class III Survey and consultation may be required. 
Contact ETS Division, Cultural Resource Section for further guidance. 

   

Section 4(f) Are there any impacts to Section 4(f) properties such as: 
- Historic Sites                      - Publicly owned parks and recreation areas 
- Wildlife & 
 waterfowl refuges 

If Yes, then the applicable documentation and agency coordination is 
required. 

   

Section 6(f) Are there any permanent impacts to Section 6(f) properties: 
- Recreational sites that used Land & Water Conservation Funds: 
http://www.parkrec.nd.gov/recreation/grants/lwcf/attachments/lwcf_p
roject_listing.pdf 

If Yes, then a Catex by Definition does not apply and a Documented 
Catex will be required to be prepared. 

   

Threatened or 
Endangered 
Species 

Is the project located within 0.5 mile of critical habitat or does the 
project involve tree removals, work on structures (bridges/box 
culverts/cattle passes/structural plate pipes), or the adjustment 
(raising/relocating) or new installation of overhead utility lines in a rural 
area? See link to designated critical habitat map:  
http://gis.dot.nd.gov/external/ge_html/?viewer=wildlifemap 

If yes, a Section 7 Affect Determination Table needs to be completed 
and FHWA/USFWS coordination may be required. 

   

Floodway and 
Floodplain 

Will your project add fill or increase the height of the existing roadway, 
and is the project located in a floodway or 100 year floodplain? See link 
for maps: https://msc.fema.gov/portal 

If Yes, then a floodway authorization or floodplain permit may be 
required. 
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https://gis.dot.nd.gov/external/ge_html/?viewer=ext_wildlifemap
https://msc.fema.gov/portal
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Subject Area  
Questions Yes No Documentation added 

to the Project File 
Airports Does the project intersect the glide path of an airport? 

If Yes then a Notification may need to be provided to the FAA. See 
Design Manual Section III-17. 

   

Railroads Does the project intersect any railroads? 
If Yes, there may need to be agreements for any proposed crossing 
improvements or for work to be authorized inside the Railroad Right 
of Way. 

   

Local Public 
Agencies 

Do any Local Public Agencies have an interest in the project?  
If Yes, then ensure proper coordination/communication has occurred.    

Migratory Bird Does your project involve work on bridges, box culverts, or Structural 
Plate Pipes? 

If Yes, then the Migratory Bird Special Provision is required in the plan 
set. 
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