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What’s New  
for 2014? 
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NDDOT Highway Construction Program 



District Map 
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2014 Workload by Dollar Amount 
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2014 Workload NDDOT/Consultant 



NDDOT Admin,  
$277.3, 43% Consultant Admin,  

$362.3, 57% 

2014 NDDOT and Consultant 
Staffing/Construction Contract Amount 



District & Consultant Staffing 2014 

District Consultant Total
Bismarck 55,910,829$                            1,123,832$                              57,034,661$                            
Valley City 26,363,666$                            676,000$                                 27,039,666$                            
Devils Lake 42,392,307$                            4,783,193$                              47,175,500$                            
Minot 29,796,000$                            -$                                          29,796,000$                            
Dickinson 32,491,000$                            28,681,000$                            61,172,000$                            
Grand Forks 47,917,259$                            1,998,000$                              49,915,259$                            
Williston -$                                          324,267,000$                          324,267,000$                          
Fargo 42,406,497$                            723,000$                                 43,129,497$                            

277,277,558$                          362,252,025$                          639,529,583$                          

 Does not include carry over work.  
 



 
 

145 NDDOT Construction Engineering & Inspection 
 
        34 Consultant Construction Engineering & Inspection 
 
      179 Total 

2014 Construction Projects 



2014 Construction E & I/Number of Projects 

NDDOT Admin. 
79% 

Consultant Admin. 
21% 



2013 

Averaged 4.7 Bidders/Project 
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NDDOT Contractor Competition 

              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



2013 

290 Qualified Contractors 

410 Registered Subcontractors 



PREBID QUESTION & ANSWER WEB PAGE 



 PREBID QUESTION & ANSWER WEB PAGE 
(cont’d) 



CONTRACT PLANS AND PROPOSALS 
Contract Plans & Proposals 

https://apps.nd.gov/dot/filenet/public/plansProposalsSearch.htm
https://apps.nd.gov/dot/filenet/public/plansProposalsSearch.htm


CARS/FileNet 

 
 
 Official document management system for NDDOT 

 
 Use NDDOT projects when Director signs contract 

 
 Consultants required to use for NDDOT projects 



CARS/FileNet (continued) 

 See Section 2 Construction Records Manual 

 Add documents 

 View documents 

 Pre job conference minutes 

 Other correspondence 

 Search feature has been added (2012) 



 
CARS 

 
 



Progress Schedule Requirement 

 Section 108 

 Due 10 days before pre-job conference 

 Time scaled bar chart & narrative 

 Major activities/production rates 

 Engineer accepts/rejects 

 Update schedule once a month 





Dispute Status 2012 2013 

Resolved 23 13 

Unresolved 15 34 

Total 38 47 

Notice of Intent to File a Claim 



2014 CARS update 

Track NOI 

Track Claims 

Provide current status 

Data provided at project level 

NOI/CLAIMS MODULE IN CARS 



Buy America 

23 USC 313 
ISTEA Section 1041(a) and 1048(a) 
23 CFR 635.410 
All Federal-aid projects 

IRON & STEEL only 
All manufacturing processes must take place 
domestically 
Includes coatings on these materials 

Minimal use = 0.1% (contract value) or $2500 



Buy America (the law in part…) 

23 USC 313(a): 
 

“Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
Secretary of Transportation shall not obligate any 
funds authorized to be appropriated to carry out the 
Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982 (96 Stat. 
2097) or this title and administered by the Department 
of Transportation, unless steel, iron, and manufactured 
products used in such project are produced in the 
United States.” 



Buy America Coverage 

Integrated IVIill Producing Sheet Products 



Buy America Coverage 

EAF Mini-Mill Producing Sheet Products 



Buy America 

NAFTA does NOT 
apply 

 
Buy America is NOT 
the same as Buy 
AmericaN 



BUY AMERICA vs. BUY AMERICAN 

Requirement Statute Applicability Coverage Threshold 

Buy America 23 USC 
313 

23 CFR 
635.410 

Federal-aid 
Contracts 

Iron and steel 
products only 

None. 
NAFTA/EU, no 
effect 

Buy 
American 

FAR 
41 USC 
10a-10d 

  

48 CFR 25 

Direct fed. 
Govt. 
contracts 

All materials 
except the 
100 specified 

Specifically 
identified in NAFTA 
& other trade 
agreements 



Successful Practices 

FHWA expects States and LPA’s to enforce 
Buy America requirements. 

 
States should have adequate material 
certification procedures in their program to 
ensure compliance. 

NDDOT Section 106.09 



Certifications 

A valid certification documents compliance. 
 

Must be certified by the manufacturer 
 

Suggested certification language: 
 

“All manufacturing processes for these steel and iron materials, 
including the application of coatings (unless granted a waiver pursuant 
to 23 CFR 635.410), have occurred in the United States.” 

 
 



Foreign Certificate Example 

Mill cert is in Russian!!! 



Example Products Subject to Buy America 

 Fabricated Structural Steel 
 Reinforcing steel 
 Piling 
 High strength bolts 
 Dowel bars 
 Bridge bearings 
 Pre-stressing/Post-tensioning wire 
 Guardrail 



Example Products Subject to Buy America 
(cont’d) 

 Guardrail posts 
 Cable guardrail 
 Steel fencing material 
 Steel or iron pipe 
 Grates 
 Manhole covers 
 Mast Arms 
 Poles 



12/21/2012 memo: “Clarification of 
Manufactured Products under Buy America” 

Clarifies the application of Buy America 
requirements to manufactured products 
Requirements apply to structural steel or iron 
components of pavements, bridges, tunnels, etc. 
Does not apply to manufactured products that are: 

Not predominantly steel or iron (90% by weight) 
Miscellaneous steel or iron components, subcomponents and 
hardware necessary to encase, assemble and construct steel 
components (e.g. cabinets, covers, shelves, clamps, fittings, 
sleeves, washers, bolts, nuts, screws, tie wire, spacers, chairs, 
lifting hooks, faucets, door hinges, etc.) 



Buy America Construction Program Guide Web Page 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/construction/cqitlbuyam.cfm 
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