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Special Mobile Equipment is defined as every vehicle 
not designed or used primarily to transport property 

or haul product and only incidentally operated or 
moved over a highway (North Dakota Century Code 

39-01-01 (82)).

Some trucks and trailers are considered Special 
Mobile Equipment and are not titled in North Dakota.  

Other examples meet the necessary requirements and 
are permitted to be titled.  

This presentation provides several examples of each 
and defines whether it should or should not be titled in 

North Dakota.  
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A trailer is defined as every vehicle 

without motor power designed to carry 

property or passengers wholly on its own 

structure and to be drawn by a motor 

vehicle (North Dakota Century Code (39-

01-01(95)).

The following trailers SHOULD BE TITLED 

in North Dakota. 
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Trailers that do not meet the definition 

outlined in North Dakota Century Code 

should not be titled. 

The following trailers SHOULD NOT BE 

TITLED in North Dakota. 
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Some trucks are used as equipment but more than 
incidentally operated or moved over a highway.  
These trucks may be titled in ND if it meets all 

Motor Vehicle safety equipment requirements, has 
a title or MCO and the registration weight does not 

exceed 105,000 lbs.   

Pictures of the truck, a weight ticket or other 
information may be requested by Motor Vehicle to 
verify the truck meets these requirements and is 

registered correctly.  

The following trucks SHOULD BE TITLED in North 
Dakota.
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Trucks that do not meet all Motor Vehicle 

safety requirements or are oversize or over 

width cannot be titled in North Dakota.  

The following trucks SHOULD NOT BE 

TITLED in North Dakota.
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North Dakota considers Special Mobile Equipment as every 

vehicle not designed or used primarily to transport property or 

haul product and only incidentally operated or moved over a 

highway (NDCC 39-01-01 (81)).

Trailers designed to carry products or goods should be titled.

Trucks that meet all Motor Vehicle safety equipment 

requirements and do not exceed the weight limit of 105,500 lbs. 

should also be titled.

Equipment that does not meet these requirements should not be 

titled in North Dakota.  
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Please contact the Motor Vehicle Division or visit our 

website with questions regarding Special Mobile 

Equipment.  

Phone: 701-328-2725

Website: http://www.dot.nd.gov/public/licensing.htm

This presentation can be found on our website and will 

be updated periodically with new Special Mobile 

Equipment as it is received.
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