PROJECT FUNDING APPLICATION FOR:

Job Access/Reverse Commute (JARC) Program

and

New Freedoms Program
Application Deadline:
Thursday, March 20, 2008, by 5 p.m.

Applications must be received no later than 5 p.m. on Thursday, March 20, 2008, at the North Dakota Community Action Association office at the address that appears below.

Postmarks will not be accepted. Applications received after the deadline will not be considered.
Submit Applications to:
JARC/New Freedoms


c/o NDCAA


3233 South University Drive


Fargo, ND 58104

Applications submitted to any other address will not be considered.

Grant Award Announcement:
June 1, 2008

Questions:
Submit all questions and/or requests for clarification in writing to the above address or via email to annp@sendcaa.org.

Job Access/Reverse Commute Program (Federal Transit Administration Section 5316)
Also known as JARC, this program funds activities that improve welfare recipients’ and eligible low-income individuals’ access to transportation services to and from employment and employment-related activities. Local match of 20 percent is required for capital purchases and 50 percent for operating funding. Total funds available for this application cycle: $137,122.
New Freedoms Program (Federal Transit Administration Section 5317)
This program funds activities that help Americans with disabilities who want to work and fully participate in society to overcome existing transportation barriers that make it difficult for them to achieve these goals. Local match of 20 percent is required for capital purchases and 50 percent for operating funding. Total funds available for this application cycle: $60,819.
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, or national origin in programs and activities receiving Federal financial assistance. Specifically, Title VI provides that "no person in the United States shall, on the ground of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance." (42 U.S.C. Section 2000d).

PROJECT FUNDING APPLICATION:

( JARC
( New Freedom
NOTE TO APPLICANT:  Job Access Reverse Commute  (JARC) and New Freedom projects must be submitted separately, as individual applications (please check one of the boxes above). 

· A complete application consists of two parts:  I-General, and II-Financial.

· Two (2) copies are required of each complete application.
· Do not submit bound applications. (Please use one staple at the upper left-hand corner.)
· All questions must be answered.

Application Process
The North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT) will conduct a statewide competitive selection process in cooperation with the state’s Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) in urban areas and Regional Development/Planning Councils (RDCs) and Community Action Agencies (CAAs) in rural areas.  To ensure that projects are derived from a local/regionally developed coordinated planning process or plan, NDDOT will require that all projects submitted to the state for funding must be solicited, reviewed, prioritized and approved by a MPO, RDC or CAA, or any combination thereof.  Therefore, all applications to the state are to be submitted by a MPO, CAA or RDC.

For projects derived from an MPO, the application must certify that the projects for which funding is solicited will be included in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) selection/programming process.

NDDOT shall work with a panel of planning partners to review and rank projects.  NDDOT shall include representatives from entities such as those listed below to assist in this process:
· NDDOT Transit Section
· NDDOT Local Government Division

· Department of Commerce (Division of Community Services)

· Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs)

· Department of Human Services (on behalf of seniors, disabled persons, and people using public assistance)

· Non-governmental representative (not-for-profit, etc.)

The selection committee shall make recommendations for award; the final decision ultimately rests with NDDOT administration.

Selection Criteria
Projects will be submitted to NDDOT in consolidated regional/metropolitan applications. However, projects will be reviewed on their own merits and may be selected and funded individually.

The following statewide evaluation and ranking criteria have been developed for use by selection panel to prioritize programs and activities requesting funding under Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Sections 5310, 5316, and 5317.  Applications for funding will be ranked on the following criteria.  A point-based formula will be developed and applied to the criteria.

· The project must demonstrate that it works to address one or more barrier/gap/deficiency identified in the grant program through a coordinated planning process (plan) and should aim to increase transportation options for target populations (as well as the public in general).
· The project is consistent with and prioritized by the locally regionally adopted coordinated transportation plan/process.

· As a project derived from a coordinated plan/process it should demonstrate the following characteristics:

· Coordination with existing public transportation infrastructure

· Coordination with private and non-profit transportation providers

· Collaboration with social service providers, including non-profit service agencies

· Coordination with employer(s)

· Project should not be limited by geography or service-area borders:

· Emphasis should be aimed at providing transportation between all applicable types of locations the target audiences need to travel to and from throughout the region and/or metropolitan area.  Eligible recipients of programs and activities should not be limited by where they live a region or metropolitan area.

· Applicants must demonstrate that the development of the project was based on solicitation of guidance and the input from a broad base of community stakeholders.

· Projects must demonstrate how they make use of and leverage existing resources, including coordination with other Federal programs.  Funds should not be sought to supplement or replace existing funding dedicated to a service or program, unless the award will constitute expansion of service.  Projects must establish a clear financial plan for the delivery of the activity or program:

· Identify long term financing strategies (beyond Federal funding)
· Identify financial commitments from human/social service providers

· Identify financial commitment by existing transportation providers

Financial Commitments

Document the sources of matching funds and the degree of commitment from each source for this project.

Identify long-term financing sources to support continuation of the proposed project or other aspects of the regional plan, including continued transit, human service, and employer-provided financial resources.

For new projects, provide an estimate of when services are expected to begin.

Project Budget:


Total FTA Operating Assistance:

[image: image1]


Total FTA Capital Assistance:

[image: image2]


Total matching funds and sources:

[image: image3]


Total Project Cost:

[image: image4]


For operating projects, include the period of performance (date service is to begin and anticipated duration).

List capital costs—such as purchase of vehicles and facilities—separately.  For vehicles, include the type of vehicles and quantity of each type.

Additional Information Required from Applicants Requesting Continuation Funding
· Project was previously funded under grant number(s):


[image: image5]
· Or, grant amendment number(s):
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· Total amount of funds approved for this project in previous year(s):


[image: image7]
· Total amount of funds (from all previous years) dispersed to date:


[image: image8]
· Brief summary of what has been accomplished to date:
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· New stops within 1.4 miles of employment, childcare, or employment training sites not previously accessible by transit:


[image: image10]
· Ridership on new transportation services provides since service initiated:


[image: image11]
Part I. General Project Information
1. Project Title: (Do not exceed 60 characters, including spaces – for use on all summary listings):


[image: image12]
2. Project Sponsor (Lead Agency Name/Address):
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3. Contact Person* (for application questions):
Name & Title:  

Email: 
[image: image14]


Phone No.: 
[image: image15]  Fax No.: 
[image: image16]
*
 If the designated contact person above will not be available for an extended period of time (i.e., vacation, illness, etc.), it is the project sponsor’s responsibility to contact NDDOT with an alternate contact to function as the liaison between NDDOT and the project sponsor.
4. Project Description Summary (Do not exceed 245 characters, including spaces – for use on all agenda items and reports):
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5. Project Description in Detail
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6. Project Locations & Limits or Service Area
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7. Project Management
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8. Project Monitoring and Tracking System
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PART II. PROJECT FINANCIAL PLAN
Attach a copy of the project plan to the application (a multi-year plan is encouraged).  
Complete and attach the project budget (sample provided) for the project.


9. Total Project Expenses and Funding Request
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10. Extended Budget Descriptions
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11. Local Match Requirement
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CERTIFICATION:

NOTE:  A person duly authorized to sign for the organization (city manager, general manager, executive director, or high ranking officer) must sign and certify application.

The applicant attests to the fact that the data submitted herein is true and accurate to the best of his/her knowledge. Approval of this application is in no way a guarantee of funding. Final funding approval is continent upon submission to and approval by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).  Upon FTA approval the undersigned applicant will be required to enter into a Job Access Reverse Commute (JARC) Pass-through Grant Agreement with NDDOT.  Execution of the JARC Pass-through Agreement will attach additional Federal requirements the applicant will be responsible for meeting.  Any funding encumbered prior to the execution of the JARC Pass-through Agreement will not be eligible for reimbursement.

______________________________________

________________________

Signature






Date

______________________________________

Title

______________________________________

________________________

Witness
Date
Co-Sponsors (if applicable):
______________________________________

________________________

Signature/Title






Date
______________________________________

________________________

Signature/Title






Date




















































































































































































 





 





 





 











 
















































































