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NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
SPECIAL PROVISION
FUEL COST ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE
Revision Date: 9/8/2006
Introduction
This Special Provision provides for price adjustments to the Contract when significant changes in
the cost of motor fuels and burner fuels occur while completing the Contract work. Participation
in fuel cost adjustment program is not mandatory. A Contractor is not required to notify the
Department at the time of submitting bids whether the Contractor will or will not participate in the
fuel cost adjustment provision.
The North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT) will send the low responsible bidder a
“Fuel Cost Adjustment Affidavit” (SFN 58393) with the proposed Contract. The Contractor shall
return a completed Fuel Adjustment Affidavit with the signed Contract as specified in Standard
Specification Section 103.06, Execution and Approval of the Contract. The affidavit shall be
returned on all Contracts with this provision even if the Contractor elects not to participate in the
provision.
Compensation adjustments for motor fuels and burner fuels consumed in prosecuting the
Contract shall be determined by the Engineer in accordance with the provisions set forth herein.
Compensation adjustments will be assessed monthly for the cost of the motor fuels and burner
fuels whenever the Current Fuel Index (CFI) is outside the given threshold of the Base Fuel Index
(BFI) for the Contract.
If the Contractor has a fixed price for fuel for motor or burner fuels to complete the work, no fuel
cost adjustments will be made for that fuel type. If there is no fixed fuel price for motor or burner
fuels, participation in the Fuel Adjustment provision is the decision of the prime Contractor.
If the prime Contractor decides not to participate, no fuel cost adjustments will be made to the
Contract for the Contractor or any subcontractors. If the prime Contractor elects to participate in
the fuel cost adjustment provision, the prime Contractor shall include the anticipated fuel cost of
subcontractors who wish to participate. If fuel cost adjustments are made to the Contract, the
prime Contractor shall ensure that participating subcontractors including second and lower tier,
are included in the adjustments in proportion to the percentage of work and anticipated fuel cost
by that subcontractor.
Fuel Indexes
Each month, NDDOT will record the average wholesale price for No. 2 fuel oil (diesel) and the
average wholesale price for unleaded gasoline (87 octane). The monthly average will be the
average of the daily rack prices for the month as reported by DTN Energy for Fargo ND. Burner
fuel index will be the No. 2 fuel oil index regardless of the type of burner fuel actually used.
The Base Fuel Index (BFI) price for motor fuels and burner fuel to be used in the Contract will be
the average wholesale price for the month prior to the bid opening.
The Current Fuel Index (CFI) price for motor fuels and burner fuel to be used for each monthly
adjustment will be the average wholesale price for the month prior to the adjustment month.
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Fuel Ratio
For motor fuels diesel and unleaded gas, the fuel ratio of the Contract will be determined by
dividing the Contractor’s affidavit costs for each motor fuel by the original Contract amount.
For burner fuels, the fuel ratio of the contract will be determined by dividing the Contractor’s
affidavit cost for burner fuels by the original Contract amount of plant-mixed hot bituminous
pavement paid by the ton. Asphalt cement, binders and other miscellaneous bituminous items
shall not be included.
The fuel ratio of the contract for motor and burner fuels will remain the same throughout the
length of the contract. The sum of the affidavit fuel costs shall not exceed 15% of the original
Contract amount.
The fuel ratio for the three fuel types will be determined by the following equation:

Fuel Ratio(x, y, z) = Affidavit Cost(x, y, z) / Original Contract Amount(x, y, z)
(x)
(y)
(z)

=
=
=

Motor Fuel (Diesel)
Motor Fuel (Unleaded)
Burner Fuel

Fuel Ratio(x, y, z)

=

Fuel ratio of the contract for each
respective fuel type

Affidavit Cost(x, y, z)

=

Fuel costs from Fuel Adjustment Affidavit
(SFN new#)

Original Contract Amount(x, y)

=

Total of the original contract amount
excluding lane rental, and Part B of the
bid (when A+B bidding is used), if
applicable.

Original Contract Amount(z)

=

Total original contract amount for all hot
bituminous pavement bid items combined,
excluding bid items for asphalt cement,
sawing and sealing joints, coring, etc.
Only hot bituminous pavement bid items
measured by the Ton will be included in
the calculation.
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Cost Change
The monthly change in fuel costs will be determined by the following equation:

Cost Change(x, y, z) = ( CFI(x, y, z) - BFI(x, y, z) ) / BFI(x, y, z)
(x)
(y)
(z)

=
=
=

Motor Fuel (Diesel)
Motor Fuel (Unleaded)
Burner Fuel

Cost Change(x, y, z)

=

The relative change in the current CFI and
the BFI for each fuel type

CFI(x, y, z)

=

Current Fuel Index for each fuel type

BFI(x, y)

=

Base Fuel Index for each fuel type

Contract Adjustments
Contract adjustments will be made for the cost of motor and burner fuels whenever the cost
change exceeds a ±0.10 threshold. No fuel cost adjustment will be made for work done under
liquidated damages. Adjustments will be determined for Motor Fuel (diesel), Motor Fuel
(unleaded), and Burner Fuel (burner) separately and shall be computed on a monthly basis.
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When the cost change is greater than 0.10, the rebate to the Contractor for each fuel
type shall be computed according to the following formulas:

FCA(x, y, z) = Fuel Ratio(x, y, z) x Estimate(x, y, z) x ( Cost Change(x, y, z) – 0.10 )
(x)
(y)
(z)

=
=
=

Motor Fuel (Diesel)
Motor Fuel (Unleaded)
Burner Fuel

FCA(x, y, z)

=

Fuel Cost Adjustment for each of the fuel types

Fuel Ratio(x, y, z)

=

Fuel Ratio for each of the fuel types

Estimate(x, y)

=

The monthly total of work done on estimates
issued in the current month excluding incentive or
disincentive payments, pay factor adjustments
and any work completed under liquidated
damages.

Estimate(z)

=

The monthly total of hot bituminous pavement
work done on estimates issued in the current
month, excluding bid items for asphalt cement,
sawing and sealing joints, coring, etc. Only hot
bituminous pavement bid items measured by the
Ton will be included in the calculation. Hot
bituminous pavement work completed under
liquidated damages will not be included.

Cost Change(x, y, z)

=

The monthly change in fuel costs for each of the
fuel types
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When the cost change is less than -0.10, the credit to the Department for each fuel type shall be
computed according to the following formulas:

FCA(x, y, z) = Fuel Ratio(x, y, z) x Estimate(x, y, z) x ( Cost Change(x, y, z) + 0.10 )
(x)
(y)
(z)

=
=
=

Motor Fuel (Diesel)
Motor Fuel (Unleaded)
Burner Fuel

FCA(x, y, z)

=

Fuel Cost Adjustment for each of the fuel types

Fuel Ratio(x, y, z)

=

Fuel Ratio for each of the fuel types

Estimate(x, y)

=

The monthly total of work done on estimates
issued in the current month excluding any
incentive or disincentive payments, pay factor
adjustments and any work completed under
liquidated damages.

Estimate(z)

=

The monthly total of hot bituminous pavement
work done on estimates issued in the current
month, excluding bid items for asphalt cement,
sawing and sealing joints, coring, etc. Only hot
bituminous pavement bid items measured by the
Ton will be included in the calculation. Hot
bituminous pavement work completed under
liquidated damages will not be included.

Cost Change(x, y, z)

=

The monthly change in fuel costs for each of the
fuel types

Payments
Adjustments will be determined by the Engineer monthly. Adjustments will be made under the
following spec and code for each fuel type:
109 0100
109 0200
109 0300

Motor Fuels (Diesel)
Motor Fuels (Unleaded)
Burner Fuel

When significant payment adjustments are made on final estimates to account for final in-place
measured quantities, the Engineer may prorate the adjustments back to the months when the
work was done.
Attachments
For informational purposes, a ‘Fuel Cost Adjustment Affidavit’ (SFN 58393) is included as
Attachment A.

FUEL COST ADJUSTMENT AFFIDAVIT
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North Dakota Department of Transportation, Construction Services

Attachment A

SFN 58393 (08-2006)
Project Number

The Contractor is not required to notify the Department at the time of submitting bids whether he will or will not participate
in the fuel cost adjustment program. The Contractor shall return the affidavit on all Contracts with this Provision even if
the Contractor elects not to participate.
Check the box for each fuel type that has a fixed price.
No adjustments in fuel price will be made for the boxes that are checked.

Diesel

Unleaded

Burner Fuel

Does your company elect to participate in a fuel adjustment for this contract for the fuels that do not have a fixed price?
No adjustments in fuel prices will be made if No is checked.
Yes

No

If yes, provide the total dollars for each of the applicable fuels.
Diesel (x)

$

Unleaded (y)

$

Burner Fuel (z) $
Sum (x+y+z)

% of Original Contract Amount

$

%*

*The sum of the x, y, and z may not exceed 15% of the original contract amount.

Under the penalty of law for perjury of falsification, the undersigned,
,
Name

Title

of

, here by certifies that the documentation is submitted in good
Contractor

faith, that the information provided is accurate and complete to the best of their knowledge and belief, and that the
monetary amount identified accurately reflects the cost for fuel, and that they are duly authorized to certify the above
documentation on behalf of the company.
I hereby agree that the Department or its authorized representative shall have the right to examine and copy all Contractor
records, documents, work sheets, bid sheets and other data pertinent to the justification of the fuel costs shown above.

X
Date

Signed

State of
County of
Subscribed and sworn to before me this

(Seal)

day of

X
Signature of Notary Public

My Commission Expires

,

.

