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Implications

A. The number of elderly is projected to grow over the next ten years and 2/3rds of rural
transit rides are provided to these people.

B. Without transit service, many elderly people continue driving later in life increasing health
and safety risks to themselves and others.

C. Public transportation programs are up for reauthorization this year and if funding for
transit is not continued, transit dependent citizens in both urban and rural areas will
realize reduced services. These individuals include elderly, immigrants with limited English
proficiency, people with disabilities, those living in poverty, etc.

D. Coordination of services between transit providers is critical to meeting the needs of rural
residents. This is particularly true if additional federal funding for transit systems is not
realized.




North Dakota Intermodal Facilities
and distance to neighboring terminals

Regina, SK: 215 Miles

mnipeg. MB: 210 Miles

% Grand Forks

Superior, WI:
245 Miles

\ inneapolis/
% StPaul, MN:
Lo 225 Miles

—+—+ Railroads Intermadal locations

Implications

A. ldeally, intermodal facilities have a balance between inbound and outbound containers —
otherwise steamship lines are reluctant to make containers available and railroad
repositioning fees may make intermodal service cost prohibitive.

B. Access to affordable and reliable intermodal container service is critical to ND’s
manufacturers and value-added agricultural producers competing in international and
domestic markets.

C. Agricultural commodities tend to be seasonal in nature; an intermodal facility that
generates sustainable, dedicated, year-round traffic is more likely to receive service
commitments and favorable rates from a railroad and steamship lines.

D. Expanded intermodal container service would provide additional opportunities for
additional business growth and diversification.
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School Busing

as many as six counties and
across state boundaries.

1967 - 1968
438 School Districts

2010 - 2011
183 School Districts

Implications

A. The routes used for school busing will continue to change as schools consolidate, district
boundaries change, and enrollments number fluctuate.

A. The potential for conflict between farm machinery and oil industry traffic and school buses
exists on narrow rural roads and bridges.

B. Opportunities for improved school bus safety exist through regular dialogue between
school district administrators, road authorities, law enforcement agencies, railroads, and
emergency medical service providers.
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Non-
Motorized

Implications

A. Non-motorized transportation is a very important year-round form of transportation for
many ambulatory and non-ambulatory people.

B. The lack of separate infrastructure for non-motorized forms of transportation results in
people using infrastructure designed for motorized transportation which raises the
potential for conflicts.

C. Itis important for transportation planners and engineers to conduct out reach efforts to
better accommodate non-motorized transportation as projects are planned, designed, and
constructed.




Implications

A. ER funding is only available for federal-aid routes and many local units of government are
working with ND Disaster Emergency Services to obtain FEMA funds to fix roads and
bridges off the federal-aid eligible system.

B. Some counties have had to bond or borrow money to come up with matching funds pay
contractors while waiting for federal reimbursements.

C. Some local roads have been permanently closed or rerouted.

D. Emergency response capabilities are important for saving lives, reducing the severity of
roadway and rail incidents, and re-establishing personal and freight mobility.
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Implications

A. Since nearly 80 percent of all vehicle crashes are caused by driver error and new drivers
continue to be licensed, there is an ongoing need for driver education programs.

B. Engineering solutions and law enforcement programs coupled with effective and timely
emergency response programs can further improve transportation safety.

C. Safety partnerships that include multiple components (education, engineering,
enforcement and emergency services) have the greatest potential to improve
transportation safety.

D. Effective solutions to the disproportionate motor vehicle fatality rate among Native
Americans will require partnerships and innovative programs that address cultural
differences.
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