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North Dakota Population -- 1930 Census
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North Dakota Population -- 2010 Census
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Percent of Total County Population over 65 years of age
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Implications

A. Census data does not reflect the state’s significant population growth since 2010.

B. Historic population trends can not be used to accurately predict the future population in
ND’s oil producing region.

C. An influx of employment with the oil industry has resulted in higher expectations for
transportation infrastructure and services.

D. Access to work, medical services, social functions, recreation, and housing will require
many residents to travel long distances.
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Implications

A. Our robust economy is stressing the transportation system’s ability to keep pace with
the demands placed on it to move people and goods.

B. Our natural resource and manufacturing based economy relies heavily on highway and
rail infrastructure and services.

C. The highway and rail infrastructure in western ND was constructed to support an
agricultural and livestock based economy and the unprecedented growth of the oil
industry is stressing the area’s state and local transportation systems beyond their
capabilities.

D. Public/Private Partnerships may provide opportunities to build and maintain a
transportation system that supports ND’s economy.

Agriculture
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All Crops in Pounds
1950
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Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service

All Crops in Pounds
2010
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Shifting Crop Patterns

North Dakota Durum Wheat Production
in Bushels -- 1950
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North Dakota Durum Wheat Production
in Bushels -- 1975
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North Dakota Durum Wheat Production
in Bushels -- 2006
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Average Yield Statewide in
Pounds for 2010
Per Harvested Acre of Land
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Implications

A. Agricultural production per acre will continue to increase and more farmers will switch
to new crops that produce higher yields (weight) per acre. Intensified agricultural
production will require more fertilizer, herbicides, and other crop inputs that need to be
moved during the period of spring load restrictions.

B. Shifts in the location of crop production will continue and these shifts will necessitate
the development of new and additional transportation services.

C. Asthe Conservation Reserve Program lapses, additional land will be placed into
agricultural production resulting in increased crop production that will need to be
transported.

D. Fewer farms and ranches will not reduce the need for access to rural agricultural areas.
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2,300 Total Trucks
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Ethanol & Biodiesel
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A 100M Gallon Ethanol Plant has the Potential
to Generate more than 100 Trucks Daily
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Implications

A. Since it will take approximately 16 years to drill the projected 32,000 additional oil wells
necessary to fully develop the Bakken and Three Forks formations, western ND will
continue to experience high volumes of truck traffic for the foreseeable future.

B. New ethanol or biodiesel plants will rely heavily on trucks to deliver corn and soybeans
from sources within about 100 miles.

C. ND will continue to see large amounts of train traffic transporting coal through the state
to points east.

D. Truck traffic patterns across the state will continue to change and evolve as new oil
wells, rail transload, and pipeline transfer sites are developed.

Manufacturing

North Dakota is one of only a fe states
to experience a growth in manufacturing
between 2000 and 2011.
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Comparison of Manufacturing
Employees by County

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics 31

Implications

A.

Continued growth of ND’s manufacturing sector is very dependent on a transportation
system that offers timely, reliable and efficient options.

Many manufactured products are best transported by intermodal containers.
Efficient Inbound transportation of raw material is critical to manufacturers.

Many movements of manufactured items result in truck loads that cube out (size out)
rather than gross out (weigh out).
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Implications

A. Increased traffic associated with oil activity in western ND has affected travel patterns
and access to tourism destinations.

B. The oil industry’s leasing of motel and hotel accommodations for its workers has
resulted in fewer accommodations for tourists. If this trend continues it could result in a
downturn in tourism travel.

C. Canadians continue to visit our state year round and in record numbers. Facilitating
expeditious processing of visitors through land ports of entry with Canadian provinces is
essential to ensure repeat tourist visits.

D. ND has received unprecedented national media coverage; the interest in traveling here
has grown. Consistent and affordable surface transportation services are important to
maintain and grow resident and non-resident tourism.

Questions
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